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PREMIER — VISIT TO INDIA AND SINGAPORE 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.02 am]: From 7 to 14 April, I visited India and Singapore. This 
was my first trip to India as Premier, and it focused on getting a better understanding of India’s economy so that 
opportunities to export commodities, mining expertise, agricultural techniques, fishing practices, storage and 
handling of food produce practices, research, and education and training could be explored. The trip was also an 
opportunity to explore investment opportunities in natural resource projects, especially liquefied natural gas. 
From 7 to 8 April, I was in the city of Mumbai, the multicultural and investment hub of India. While in Mumbai, 
I met with investment bankers and a diverse range of companies, including Reliance Communications, 
Tata Consultancy Services and Aditya Birla Group. These discussions were useful for providing a better 
understanding of the drivers of the Indian economy; the reform agenda being pursued by the government; the 
challenges of delivering services; and the significant size of the Indian consumer market, which is currently 
estimated to represent 20 per cent of world consumer consumption. 

I visited Delhi from 9 to 10 April and held meaningful discussions with companies including Petronet LNG Ltd 
and Adani Group, secretaries of departments, officials from Andhra Pradesh, and ministers for agriculture, mines 
and steel, human resource development and others. These meetings were particularly helpful in understanding 
a complex energy debate; the challenges associated with exporting LNG and gold to India; reforms being 
undertaken in the mining industry and, specifically, the amendments to mining legislation; opportunities for 
a deep-sea fishing industry and improved practices for the storage and handling of food produce; and, perhaps 
most exciting of all, the genuine interest in a relationship between the states of Andhra Pradesh and 
Western Australia. While in India, I invited several ministerial delegations to visit Western Australia to gain 
a better understanding of our economy and explore opportunities. 

On leaving India, I visited Singapore from 11 to 14 April. This was my third visit to Singapore as Premier and it 
was also an opportunity to meet with the Prime Minister, Mr Lee Hsien Loong, and officially extend on behalf of 
the government and people of Western Australia condolences on the recent loss of his father, Mr Lee Kuan Yew, 
the former President of Singapore. While in Singapore, I visited a hockey program funded by Western Australia, 
held a number of meetings with business and government representatives, and delivered a keynote address at the 
University of Western Australia’s In the Zone conference, which was the launching of its State of Mind 
initiative. I took this opportunity to dispel the notion that Western Australia is an old or “dig it up, ship it out” 
economy and that, rather, we are a highly specialised economy that exports not only raw materials, but also 
significant research, technical expertise and innovation to other parts of the world. There is an opportunity to 
develop a more meaningful relationship between Western Australia and India, but it will not happen overnight 
and it will require careful and strategic nurturing. 

I thank the Department of State Development and its Mumbai and Singapore trade offices for the considerable 
planning and organisation of this trip, for which I now table the detailed itinerary. 

[See paper 2910.] 

Mr M.P. Murray: Did you meet with Lanco? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Not Lanco; ICICI. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, if you want to have a conversation with the Premier, do it 
afterwards. 
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